March/April 1942
Reinforcements
Germany

Berlin
Cologne
Liepzig
Kiel
Munich
Vienna

INF
XXV Corps (7-4)
LND3 He 111H6
MIL
Liepzig (4-3)
3xSUB (2 completed, 1 to construction pool)
FTR2 Bf 109D
ARM LVII Corps (9-6)
2xPilots

Italy

Turin
Genoa

ASW
2xSUB (both completed)
The “Yamato”, at
72,800 tonnes (full
load) and 263 metres
long is the largest
battleship ever built.
With her nine 46cm
guns and top speed
approaching 27 knots
she represents a
serious threat to US
dominance of the
Pacific (at least until
the new “Iowa” class
ships appear).

Japan

Tokyo
Kyoto
Fukuoka
Nagoya

BB
FTR2
NAV2
SUB
2xCVL
2xINF

“Yamato”
A6M2 “Zero”
D3A1 “Val”
(completed)
“Chiyoda”, “Chitose” (both to const pool)
1st Army (7-3), 11th Army (6-3)

USSR

Odessa
Kiev
Dnep.
Moscow

INF
8th Army (4-3)
MECH 4th Guards Army (8-5)
ART
85mm AA (3-2)
ARM 1st Army (8-6)
2xPilots

C/Wealth

Southampton
Montreal
Belfast
Bombay

GARR
MIL
NAV4
FTR2
MOT
TRS
Pilot

Perth

XL (6-1)
Montreal (6-2)
“Sunderland”
Hurricane XII (Indian)
4th Indian (5-4)
(Australian)

USA

Washington
New Orleans
Boston
Houston
New York

Chicago
San Francisco
Seattle

Tanker
Tanker
ASW
TRS
(to construction pool)
Tanker
CA
“Colorado”
2xCL “St Louis”, “Houston”
CA
“Galatea” (UK)
2xFTR2 P-38 “Lightning”, P-39D “AiraCobra”
2xBB “Indiana”, “South Dakota”
3xCVP1 TBD, SBD-1, SBD-3
2xPilots

US war production starts to move up a gear in 1942. P-38 “Lightnings” (above left) manufactured in bulk.
USS Indiana (BB-58), one of many newly commissioned ships, sails from San Francisco harbour (above right)
China

Lan Chow

CAV

Cavalry Corps (3-4)

Resource Lending
No change in the stream of supplies from Germany to Italy – Hitler has decided that the only way to
secure his southern flank is to boost Il Duce’s war production by providing a massive amount of
materiel, oil and resources.

Initiative

Axis dr = 5

Allies dr = 3 (+1)

No challenge and Axis choose to go second

Impulse 1 (Allies)

Commonwealth blockade of Europe

Weather dr = 3

Snow, Snow, Rain, Rain, Storm. Rain (3)

Seizing the initiative, the Admiralty decides to bottle up the German surface fleets. A powerful
battleship fleet takes up station in the North Sea, daring Admiral Raeder to commit his main fleet.
At the same time a combined carrier/cruiser force heads into the Bay of Biscay, ready to intercept
the Brest fleet should it attempt to once again hit the Atlantic sea lanes.

Other areas are not neglected – Sunderland flying boats patrol
the Faeroes and the Aden fleet (formerly Force H based in
Egypt) stakes a claim to the Red Sea.
HMS confidence
Hermes leads
the Aden
into the
The first
With
growing
thatfleet
the worst
of Red
the Sea.
German
purpose designed
aircraft
carrier
in theshipping
world, she
is recognised
raider/U-boat
threat
is over,
merchant
starts
to carry
as
being
too
slow
(25
knots
top
speed),
her
AA
(3x4in,
2xquad
resources from French Equatorial Africa to idle factories
in the
.5in and 6x20mm guns) ineffective and her air complement of 20
United Kingdom.
planes is far too small for the demands of 1942.
The “Queens” carry the 1st Australian Motorised Corps, arguably the best unit possessed by the
Commonwealth, to Khartoum. Having dropped off the Australians, the ships immediately depart,
aware that they are a prime target for Axis forces.
STAVKA is still desperately trying to construct a defence line on its neglected southern border. The
1st Mountain Corps rails to Tiflis, but the overloaded rail network cannot move the large numbers of
troops required to properly secure the area.
Despite the snow, 1st Tank Army manages to move from its assembly point in Moscow to Smolensk.
The USA shows how seriously it takes the German build up by
transferring the veteran battleship “Arizona” from the Pacific to the
Atlantic fleet. She passes through the Panama Canal and is sighted
in the Caribbean.
USS Arizona is at full speed (21 knots) as she deploys to the
Atlantic. The US Navy apparently believes it has enough
firepower available (or on its way) to handle the Japanese threat.
Impulse 4 (Axis)

The Red Sea – a lost opportunity?

Several groups of submarines leave the German naval base in the Spanish port of Cadiz. Some head
for the Gulf of Guinea where they manage to sink some merchantmen and scare off the rest. A
similar result is achieved by other groups that have been ordered to operate off Cape Verde.
What seems to be the entire Italian Navy (and hundreds of planes) moves into the Red Sea, looking
to remove any British naval presence for once and for all. Despite the rain, the British fleet is
located. It is decided that combined German/Italian air power will be enough to destroy the Aden
fleet, and things look promising when the “Condors” drive off the pathetic “Nimrods” launched by
the air-craft carrier “Hermes”. But only the ever-reliable “Condors” get through the anti-air defence
and the weather conditions reduce their efficacy so that no damage is inflicted, although the
“Hermes” is forced to return to port. The rest of the British fleet quickly follow her. There are bitter
recriminations at the Supermarina, with some admirals claiming that a golden opportunity has been
missed. They argue the Italian surface fleet had a massive advantage in terms of firepower and
could have inflicted a decisive defeat on the British. It must be said that Admiral Cunningham is
relieved to extract his fleet from the situation without loss.
One of the few Italian ships not in the Red Sea is the venerable cruiser “San Giorgio” which with a
few other slower ships is quietly escorting transports loaded with marines into the Eastern
Mediterranean.

The Middle East is now under Axis control. The “San Giorgio” leads a small Italian fleet near Cyprus
(note the Marines ready to invade). In the Red Sea, a massive Italian fleet with long range naval
bomber support threatens the much smaller British fleet protected only by the “Nimrods” aboard HMS
Hermes. The Greek cruiser “Girgio Averoff” is still patrolling by itself. In Syria, the German presence is
growing. I Infantry Corps can be seen flipped after railing to Aleppo, with 2nd Mechanised Division at
Damascus and XLIX Mountain Corps in the mountains of Lebanon. II Para Corps is not in view – with
its Ju 52 transports it is now in the extreme north-east of the country. Other than the British fleet in
the Red Sea, the only Allied units visible are the submarines operating in the Eastern Mediterranean
and the trusty Australians in Khartoum.
Flights of Ju 52 transport aircraft ferry II Para Corps to the Turkish border, while I Infantry Corps gets
on board dilapidated Syrian rolling stock and heads for Aleppo.
With the world’s attention on the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, few notice a never-ending stream
of ships leaving Japan and heading to the South China Sea.

Impulse 7 (Allies)

Brest attacked

Weather dr = 6

Storm, Rain, Fair, Fair, Rain, Fair (2)

The British Navy finally decides to do something about the thorn in the side of the Atlantic defence –
the German cruiser fleet based in Brest. With a large group of carriers available, Operation Shrike is

launched. Nimrods from the “Eagle”, Baffins from the “Victorious”, Swordfish from the
“Courageous”, Gladiators from the “Indomitable” and Gladiators and Swordfish from the “Furious”
together with shore based Swordfish from their base near Plymouth link up over the Channel. They
make an impressive sight as they burst through the rain clouds over the port where German ships
are being prepared for the next raid. The results, however, are less impressive. The Germans are
not surprised, perhaps having been alerted by their rudimentary radar stations. Heavy anti-air drives
off the shore based planes and the relatively weaker carrier squadrons only manage to damage the
light cruiser “Konigsberg”. There are recriminations at OKW, where the Navy accuses
Reichsmarschall Goering of stripping fighter cover from the fleet to send to the east.

Operation Shrike: HMS Indomitable (left) and HMS Courageous (right) head for the Bay of Biscay.
The difference between a 1916 and a 1940 design is evident, but both are restricted by the poor
quality of the carrier aircraft available to the Fleet Air Arm. The absence of a plane capable of
carrying a decent payload through a heavy flak defence leads to the failure of the Royal Navy’s first
major carrier based port attack. It is hoped new aircraft in production will improve performance.
Several hundred cargo ships take advantage of the excitement to leave Plymouth and head south,
hoping to rebuild the convoy lanes on the west coast of Africa.
An Indian motorised unit lands in Aden, part of a gradual build up of British forces in the Red Sea.
STAVKA has located a cavalry unit from Mongolia that has been languishing in Kazan for months,
apparently forgotten by the rail authorities. The hardy Mongols are quickly re-embarked and sent
south to Baku.
Turn ends on a 1, 10 rolled.

Impulse 9 (Axis)

Japan attacks Commonwealth and Dutch

Declarations of War
Germany uses the presence of 4 corps in Syria to persuade the “Golden Square” movement to
overthrow the government of Prime Minister Nuri Said Pasha and install General Rashid Ali as the
new prime minister. His first act is to repudiate the 1930 Anglo-Iraqi Treaty and join the war on the
Axis side. The effects of the loss of Egypt are seen to be more and more damaging to the British war
effort. There is no response from the USA which has apparently already written off the Middle East.
(US Entry 3, 9 rolled)

While the news from Iraq is alarming, the news from the Far East is devastating. The British
ambassador is informed that Japan considers itself to be at war with the Commonwealth and the
Dutch government in exile. Simultaneous with this news are reports of multiple Japanese landings
throughout South East Asia. The US Congress is in uproar at the news, with even hard line
isolationists joining in the condemnation of Japan and calling for action. (US Entry 28, rolled 5 so 3
chits to Japanese pool)
Action

The South China Sea is congested as a huge Japanese fleet carrying thousands of marines waits for
orders. Note a second wave of troops ready in Japan – it seems a lack of transports may impact
expansion plans. But as the size of the Indian garrison in Singapore indicates, opposition is expected
to be minimal. Out of view is the militia unit holding Batavia, but in the north of China the Nanking
militia can be seen holding mountains in the face of a Communist build-up. The US Entry markers
are Japan’s defensive markers following the peace treaty with Russia. The used British transport
just visible in Sumatra rebased there after leaving Perth – in hindsight not a good idea.
With local opposition almost non-existent due to the dominance of the Regia Marina in the Eastern
Mediterranean, Italian marines storm ashore at Famagusta in Cyprus. This leaves Malta and
Gibraltar as the last outposts of the United Kingdom in the Mediterranean. Crete remains under the
control of local Greek authorities, but this will probably only be the case for the short term.
The “Kormoran” attempts to slip through the Arabian Sea but is detected. Her Kapitan wisely elects
to lie low rather than try to run the blockade. He later manages to surprise the light cruiser
“Adelaide” which is guarding a convoy – the convoy is sunk and the “Adelaide” runs for Trincomalee
in Ceylon. Captain Benn of the “Royal Oak” (which leads a battle group patrolling the area) is

understandably furious – the “Kormoran” has made a fool of him by not only escaping after first
being located, but has sunk the precious supply ships that he is supposed to be guarding.
Prime Minister Ali wastes no time in converting words to actions: Iraqi cavalry seize an undefended
Kuwait. At about the same time, the German 2nd Mechanised Division enters Baghdad to a
rapturous welcome from the population.
Most of the Japanese
landings in South East Asia
are unopposed. In Malaya
the British garrison remains
in Singapore as the invaders
use makeshift landing craft
to transfer troops to the
beaches. Back in Japan,
shipyards are urgently
producing purpose built
landing craft.
In the Far East, Japan strikes in a series
of pre-planned invasions. The 25th
Infantry Corps lands in Malaya, northwest of Singapore. The 2nd Infantry
Division lands at Tarakan as the local
fighters abandon the coast and move
into the mountains. In addition the
SNLF Marine Corps occupies Surabaya.
The cautious advance of the 2nd
Infantry Division is not really needed
– the partisans who have been in
control of the production facilities
have withdrawn, leaving the oil fields
untouched and ready to pump fuel
into the Japanese economy.
Only one landing is opposed – the invasion of Batavia. The capital of the Netherlands East Indies is
defended by a local militia unit and is attacked by the Imperial Guards Marine Corps, supported by
the SNLF Marine Division. Air cover is provided by the Fleet Air Arm and shore bombardment is
overwhelming. But casualties are still high as the entrenched Dutch make full use of the defensive
benefits of the city. The elimination of the militia is inevitable but they manage to inflict heavy
losses on the attackers (SNLF Division takes 2BP – Danny rolled 2,2,1 on 3D10. He is determined to
break the law of averages by never rolling above 16.5 on a land attack that is less than 10:1). While
the Japanese High Command is unhappy at the losses incurred, it must be said that all objectives
were met.
To round off a period of success for the Axis around the world, U-boats continue their string of
victories – more cargo vessels are sunk in the Gulf of Guinea and about 50 Belgian merchantmen are
lost off Cape Verde.
Groups opposed to the coup in Iraq report that several hundred Caproni 135 medium bombers have
begun landing at Baghdad airport, and that He 111H3 bombers are rumoured to be based at airstrips

to the west of the city. Coincidentally, reports from Malayan operatives reach London about the
same time. These reports tell of hundreds of Ki-51 “Sonia” light bombers moving to jungle airstrips
along the Malayan peninsula. Closer to home, the Maquis signal that squadrons of Bf 110G fighters
are rebasing closer to the port of Brest, obviously to deter a repeat of the earlier air attacks.
Turn ends on 3, 10 rolled

Impulse 11 (Allies)

Brest attacked again

Weather dr = 10

Fair, Fair, Fair, Fair, Fair, Fair (1)
General Andrei Yeremenko is appointed Commander of the
Caucasus Front and immediately transfers his headquarters
unit to the Turkish border. The allocation of one of the Red
Army’s most promising leaders to handle the southern threat
is an indication of the seriousness with which Stalin is
treating the build up Axis forces in the Middle East.
General Yeremenko (on the right) discusses the situation
on the Turkish border with Commissar Krushchev

For the first time in years Chinese troops mount a major attack on the Japanese. Alarmingly for the
IJA, it is the until now quiescent People’s Liberation Army which assaults the Nanking militia in the
mountains near Peking. Mao is reluctant to expose his green troops to heavy casualties and orders a
probe (with his headquarters unit providing extra supplies) – he is pleased to discover the Japanese
overestimate his commitment and withdraw without a fight. This is the first piece of defensive
terrain recovered from the Japanese in China, as well as the first undisputable Chinese victory.
The British carrier fleet again sends in its collection of outdated and underarmed planes to hit the
German ships under siege in Brest, and adds a group of “Sunderlands” which have flown down from
Scotland. As expected, the recently relocated Bf 110G fighters scramble to protect the fleet. But the
British too have a surprise – long range “Whirlwind” fighters appear to cover the “bags of string”
struggling to penetrate the flak curtain. In a bitter confrontation over the port city, the two fighter
units eliminate each other, with all pilots killed in action. Despite the courage of the Whirlwind
crews, few bombers get in a position to press home the attack, and no damage is inflicted.
Turn ends on a 5, 2 rolled

Initiative moves to Axis, now even.

Partisans
Partisan dr = 6

China Garrison = 13 Partisan No = 20
Greece Garrison = 5.5 Partisan No = 6
Persia Garrison = Nil Partisan No = 3

dr = 6 (-2)
Auto fail
dr = 1

Partisan
Partisan

With the number of Japanese on anti-partisan operations reduced due to other commitments,
rebels rise up in the railway hub city of Cheng-Sha. Although not directly impacting production, their
effect on communications will make it necessary for the IJA to divert troops to clear the city.
A small group of supporters of Reza Shah seize control of mountains in the south east of Persia, but
the Russians do not seem concerned.

US Entry

2 chits to German/Italian pool

The USA is strangely quiet – could this be the calm before the storm?

Production

Germany
Italy
Japan
UK
Canada
Australia
India
France
China
USA
USSR

Base
(Resource/Oil)
25/7
8/3
11/3
9/7
2
1
2

Imports

PPs

Multiple

BPs

+1

33
11
15

1.25
1.25
1.25

41
14
19

17
2
1
2

1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25

16
3
1
3

4
40
31

.75
1
1

3
40
31

+1
+1

4
20/20
21/9

+1

Less
Oil
-2
-1
-2

Trade

Losses/
Enemy*

-2

-2

Total
BPs
37
13
17
14
3
1
3

-/1
+2

4
40
33

*Losses: in Home Country, receive ½ of all BPS lost defending, ¼ of all BPS lost attacking
*Enemy: receive 1BP if an enemy unit in Home Country at Production phase

Germany
(37BP)

On chart

Nurnberg
Dresden
Breslau
Liepzig
Prague

Dusseldorf
Cologne
Essen
Berlin
Hannover
Munich
Bucharest

MTN V SS (1)
HQ(I) Kesselring (1)
MECH LII (1)
INF
XXXIII (1)
ARM 1SS (1)
ARM III (1)
MECH XVIII (1)
ART
105mm FLAK (1)
FTR2 Fw 190G3 (1)
FTR3 Bf 110G (1)
MOT XXVII (1)
LND4 Ju 290A (1)
LND3 Do 217M (1)
NAV3 D0 217K (1)
FTR2 IAR 90 (Rumanian) (1)
4xPilots

Do 217 bombers – the replacement for the Do
17 model carries a much heavier payload and
can be used for both land and sea operations.

Start

Stettin

Vienna
Bucharest
Munich
Berlin
Prague
Breslau

Italy
(13BP)

On chart

Naples
Milan
Taranto
Trieste

Start

Naples
La Spezia
Milan
Taranto

Japan
(15BP)

2xCL “Kolberg”, “Stettin” (1)
ASW (1)
MIL
Stettin (1)
LND2 Ju 87D (1)
LND3 He 111H (1)
FTR2 IAR 90 (Rumanian) (1)
FTR3 Me 210 (1)
MOT LVI (2)
ARM XXIV (3)
MECH L (2)
GARR LXXX (1)
3xPilots (3)
CV
LND4
FTR2
TRS
MTN
GARR
Pilot

“Aquila” (1)
P 108B “Piaggio” (1)
Macchi C.205V “Veltro” (1)
(1)
II (1)
“Lucca” (1)
(1)

CV
2xCL
BB
LND4
FTR2
TRS

“Leonardo da Vinci” (from start) (1)
“Africano”, “Regolo” (from start) (1)
“Italia” (from start) (1)
P 108B “Piaggio” (1)
Re 2002 “Ariete” (1)
(from start) (1)

On map

Hiroshima
TRS Shipyard (1)
Repair
MAR SNLF Div (2)
Build road in Siam along the Mekong River from Chiengmai to link
with the Hanoi to Hue rail line (3)

On chart

Kyoto
Hiroshima

Fukuoka

ATR4 H6K “Mavis” (1)
TRS
(1)
AMPH (1)
MECH 2nd Div (1)
2xCV “Shinano”, “Unryu” (1)
2xPilots (2)

Surveyors carry out preliminary work on the
construction of the Mekong River Road. The
Japanese intend to first link Malaya to China
by road, and then presumably complete a
rail line to allow rapid transfers of troops.

C/wealth
(14BP)

Start

Sapporo

On chart

London

Start

Belfast

HQ(I) Wavell (1)
FTR3 Beaufighter (1)
PARA I Airborne (1)
FTR3 Mosquito II(1)
LND3 Wellington MK II (1)
Manchester
ART
4.5” (1)
Southampton ASW (1)
Terr
Anglo-Ethiopian Sudan (1)
2xPilots (2)

London

India

CVP1 A6M2 (1)
1xPilot (1)

On chart

Bombay

Start

Rangoon

CV
CVP1
NAV3
1xPilot

“Indefatigable” from const (1)
Fulmar (1)
Beaufighter (1)
(1)

HQ(I)
INF
MIL

Montgomery (1)
13th Indian (1)
Rangoon (1)

Terr

Australian (1)

Australia

Start

Canada

On chart

Halifax

CV
“Canada” (1)
TRS
(1)
2xASW (1)

USSR
(33BP)

On chart

Leningrad

INF
6th Guard (1)
FTR3 Pe-3 (1)
INF
8th Guard (1)
MOT 4th (h) (1)
FTR2 LaGG-1 (1)
LND2 IL-2M3 “Sturmovik” (1)
INF
2nd Guard (1)
ARM 4th Guard (1)
CAV
1st Guard (1)
FTR3 Pe-3bis (1)
LND4 Pe-8/TB-7 (1)
MTN 1st Guard (1)
GARR 1st Guard (1)
2xPilots (2)

Vitebsk
Kiev
Dnep.
Stalino
Moscow

Krasnodar

The Lavochin-Gorbonuv-Goudkov
Lagg-1 is another attempt by Russian
designers to develop a fighter for the
1940s. Although it has obvious flaws
and weaknesses, it is a vast
improvement on the I-15s it replaces.

Start

Moscow
Kiev
Dnep.
Leningrad
Krasnodar
Stalino

China
(4BP)

USA
(40)

HQ(I) Vatutin (3)
ARM 8th (h) (4)
INF
4th Division (1)
MOT 1st (2)
FTR2 Yak 7DI (1)
FTR2 Yak-1 (1)
LND3 IL-4 (1)
ART
152mm (2)
3xPilots (3)

On chart

Lan Chow

MTN

3rd Division (1)

Start

Lan Chow
Cheng-Tu

CAV
INF

Division (1)
1st Yoke (2)

On chart

Washington
Boston
New York

2xFTR2 P-39L “Airacobra”, F6F-3 “Hellcat” (2)
4xTRS (2)
SUB
(Dutch) from repair (1)
ASW (1)
INF
XXXIX (1)
MOT XXI (1)
ART
8” (1)
SUB
(1)
2xCV “Franklin”, “Bennington” (1)
2xBB “New Jersey”, “Alabama” (1)
2xBB “Alaska”, “Guam” (1)
2xBB “Iowa”, “Massachussetts” (1)
SUB
(1)
2xPilots (2)

Chicago

Los Angeles
San Francisco

Seattle

A new battleship takes shape in a
New York shipyard. Work continues
rapidly on both sides of the USA as
shipyards move to meet the ever
increasing demands of the US Navy.

Start

Chicago
New York

MOT
INF
ART
2xBB

IX (2)
XI (2)
4.5” (3)
“Missouri”, “Kentucky” from start (1)

4xCL

Los Angeles
Seattle
Washington
Minneapolis
Houston

“Oklahoma City”, “Duluth”, “Vicksberg”,
“Houston II” from start (2)
2xSUB from const pool (2)
2xCV “Yorktown II”, “Wasp II” from start (2)
3xCVP1 TBF-3, SBD, SBD-5 (3)
SUB
from start (1)
2xATR C-46 “Commando”, C-47 “Dakota” (UK) (2)
CP
(1)
2xPilots (2)

The C-46 “Commando” (left) and the C-46
“Skytrain” (right) will form the backbone of
the US Air Force transport wing. Rebadged
as a “Dakota”, the plane on the right will
soon be transferred to the Royal Air Force.

March/April 1942 losses
C/wealth

MIL
FTR3
4xCP
Pilot

Batavia
(2-2)
Whirlwind
(5-*-2-*)/6
1 British, 1 Dutch, 2 Belgian

2BP
3BP
4BP
2BP

Total Commonwealth losses = 11BP
Total Allied losses = 11BP
German

FTR3
Bf 110G
Pilot
CL (damaged) “Konigsberg”

(5-*-*-*)/8

3BP
2BP
1BP

Total German losses = 6BP
Japan

MAR

SNLF Division takes 2BP

Total Japanese losses = 2BP
Total Axis losses = 8BP

2BP

